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Reading Comprehension — Summary

Introduction

e The Reading Comprehension section includes a passage followed by
questions to assess understanding.
e Questions are divided into Main Idea Questions and Supportive Details
Questions.
= Main Idea Questions focus on identifying:
o The central theme or primary message of the passage.
o The main idea of specific paragraphs.
= Supportive Details Questions assess the ability to recognize:
o Specific information, examples, or facts that reinforce the main

idea.

How to Approach to the Question in the Reading Part

« Read the first question carefully and determine its type.

e Apply the correct method based on the question type.

o Read the first paragraph since questions usually follow the passage's order.
o Look for the answer in the first paragraph; if not found, continue reading.

o Answer the first question, then move to the next one.

o Continue reading from where you left off to find each subsequent answer.

e Repeat the process for all questions to maintain an efficient approach.

Paragraph Structure

o A well-structured paragraph has three key components:

= topic sentence
= supportive sentences
= background sentences.

e The topic sentence presents the main idea of the paragraph.

e Supportive sentences provide examples, explanations, or details to
strengthen the main idea.
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o Background sentences offer context or introduce the subject for a smooth
transition.

An Example of Paragraph Structure Analysis

« Identifying Connectors: The paragraph contains three key connectors:
“‘However,” “First of all,” and “Additionally.”

* Roles of Connectors:
o “However” introduces a contrast to emphasize the main idea.
o “First of all” introduces the first supporting detail.
o “Additionally” signals an extra supporting point.

« Main Idea of the Paragraph: While dogs are loving companions, owning one
requires significant time, effort, and resources.

e Supporting Details:

o First point: Dogs need exercise, veterinary care, and training for their
well-being.

o Second point: Dogs require companionship and social interaction.

e Conclusion: These supporting details reinforce the idea that dog ownership
is @ major commitment.

Main Idea Questions

e There are two types of main idea questions:
1. Questions about the main idea of a specific paragraph.
2. Questions about the main idea of the entire passage.
« Examples of paragraph-based main idea questions:
"The main purpose of the second paragraph is...."
"The third paragraph mainly discusses/describes...."
"The paragraph is mainly about...."
« Examples of passage-based main idea questions:
"The main purpose of the text is to...."
"A good title for this text would be...."

"The text is mainly about...."
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Paragraph Main Idea Questions

Paragraph Main Idea Questions focus on the overall topic or purpose of a
paragraph, not specific details.

These questions always contain the words "paragraph™ and "main™ or
"mainly."”

They require identifying what the paragraph is mostly about or its primary
focus.

Common question formats include:

"The main purpose of the second paragraph is..."

o "The third paragraph mainly discusses/describes..."

"The paragraph is mainly about..."
Read selectively by focusing on key parts and skimming minor details.
Identify the main idea of each sentence without overanalysing.
Use transition words (e.g., "however," "therefore") to understand structure and
purpose.
Avoid choosing answers that are too specific and miss the main idea.
Ask, "What is the paragraph mostly about?" to stay focused on the overall

message.

Passage Main Idea Paragraphs

Definition of All Passage Main Idea Questions: These questions focus on
identifying the central idea of the entire text, usually answerable in one clear

sentence.
Common Question Phrasing:

=  “The main purpose of the text is to -,”
= “Agood title for this text would be -,”

= “The text is mainly about -.”

Key Strategy: Look for repeated key ideas throughout the passage and avoid

focusing on minor details.
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o Best Approach: Skip these questions if they appear first and return to them
after reading the passage. Identify the main idea of each paragraph, as we

have learned before, to determine the main idea of the all passage.
« Eliminating Wrong Answers:
= Avoid overly general answers that are too broad.
= Reject overly specific answers that focus on only one detail.
= Be cautious of factually correct but irrelevant choices.

o Helpful Techniques: Ignore minor details or difficult words that do not affect
the main idea, analyze the text’s structure, and use logic and context clues to

understand unfamiliar words.

Supportive sentences Questions

Vocabulary Questions

e Vocabulary questions test understanding of words in context.
e They help identify unfamiliar words using surrounding clues.
o These questions focus on specific words, saving time.

e Common formats include synonym or restatement questions.

« Effective answering involves analysing surrounding words and sentences for
hints.

Reference Questions

« Reference questions ask about the meaning of specific words or phrases,
usually pronouns.

e The answer is always found earlier in the passage, typically one clause or
sentence before.

e These questions save time by directing you to the relevant text section.
e Common formats include:

= "Inline X, 'it' refers to -"
= "InlineY, 'this argument' refers to -".

o Carefully reading the previous sentence or clause helps determine the correct
reference.
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Detail Questions

e Ask about specific information explicitly stated in the text.
e Common Phrasings:

= According to the text..............

= According to the first paragraph,.................

= The mentioned in the second paragraph believe

=  Which of the following is not...
= All of the following are mentioned in the third paragraph except..............
= The text suggest that...........
e Solving Strategy:
= Read one sentence to answer.
= Use keywords to find the relevant sentence.
= Focus on locating information, not understanding the whole paragraph.

e Common Distractors:

= Incorrect answers from other parts of the text.

= Distorted answers with slight changes (e.g., added or omitted details).
e Correct Answers:

= Easy questions: Answers directly match the text.

= Difficult questions: Answers use paraphrasing (synonyms, altered word

order).

Inference Questions

« Inference questions require reading between the lines to infer unstated

meanings.
« Focus on the main idea and eliminate answers that don't align with it.

« Remove answers not implied by supportive sentences.
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Practice
Read the following text and answer the following Question accordingly:

The tradition of tea drinking has played a significant role in various cultures
throughout history. Originating in China over 4,000 years ago, tea was initially
consumed for its medicinal properties before evolving into a social and cultural
staple. By the 16th century, European traders had introduced tea to the West, and it

quickly became a beverage associated with status and refinement.

In Britain, tea drinking became deeply embedded in societal customs by the 18th
century, influencing social etiquette, trade policies, and even colonial economics.
Afternoon tea, a tradition initiated by the Duchess of Bedford, emerged as a refined
social gathering, reinforcing class distinctions. Concurrently, the British East India
Company’s control over tea trade had far-reaching geopolitical consequences,

intensifying economic dependencies and colonial tensions.

However, tea’s widespread consumption also catalyzed conflicts. The British

government’s imposition of exorbitant levies on tea imports in its American colonies
exacerbated economic grievances, culminating in the Boston Tea Party of 1773—a
defining act of resistance that galvanized anti-colonial sentiment and hastened the

American Revolution.

Today, tea retains its cultural significance, albeit in diverse forms. From Japan’s
highly ritualized tea ceremonies to Britain’s more casual “cuppa,” tea remains
emblematic of hospitality, social cohesion, and, in some cases, national identity. Its
enduring presence underscores not only its historical resilience but also the fluidity of

cultural traditions across generations.
Questions
1. The primary objective of the passage is to —

1. critically evaluate the geopolitical ramifications of tea trade
2. explore the sociocultural evolution of tea consumption

3. delineate the economic fluctuations caused by tea production
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. assess the implications of tea taxes on colonial uprisings

2. The text suggests that the early adoption of tea in China was predominantly —

A

ritualistic in nature, embedded within religious practices
economically motivated, driven by trade expansion
therapeutic, owing to its perceived health benefits

reserved for the elite, signifying social stratification

3. Which of the following is implicitly conveyed in the second paragraph?

1.

The British aristocracy instrumentalized tea drinking to reinforce social

hierarchies.

. Afternoon tea emerged as a reaction against the growing influence of coffee

culture.

The British East India Company sought to monopolize tea trade primarily to
fund military expeditions.

Tea consumption in Britain was initially met with skepticism before gaining

widespread acceptance.

4. The Boston Tea Party is referenced in the passage to illustrate —

.

how economic exploitation can precipitate political upheaval
the influence of European taxation policies on global commerce
the shift from economic grievances to armed rebellion in colonial America

Britain’s failure to anticipate the economic repercussions of excessive taxation

Answers

1. Primary Objective of the Passage:

This is a "main idea" question, so we defer answering it until the end. We
summarize the main ideas of each paragraph and conclude that the passage

primarily explores the sociocultural evolution of tea consumption, rather than
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focusing on geopolitical, economic, or taxation aspects. Therefore, the answer

is B: Explore the sociocultural evolution of tea consumption.
2. The Early Adoption of Tea in China:

e This is a "detail question," requiring us to extract specific information from the
text. We focus on phrases like "early adoption of tea in China" and
"predominantly." From the first paragraph, we learn that tea was initially
consumed for medicinal purposes in China, which aligns with answer C:

Therapeutic, owing to its perceived health benefits.
3. Implicit Conveyance in the Second Paragraph:

e This is an "inference question," where we infer ideas from the text that are not
explicitly stated. We analyze keywords and eliminate incorrect answers by
carefully reading the second paragraph. The correct answer is A: The British
aristocracy instrumentalized tea drinking to reinforce social hierarchies,

based on the reference to afternoon tea reinforcing class distinctions.

4. Boston Tea Party:

o This is a "reference question." We look at the Boston Tea Party’s context in
the passage and determine what it illustrates. The passage indicates that it
was a response to British taxation, leading to economic grievances and
revolution. The best answer is C: The shift from economic grievances to

armed rebellion in colonial America.
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Read the following text and answer the following Question accordingly:

The tradition of tea drinking has played a significant role in various cultures
throughout history. Originating in China over 4,000 years ago, tea was initially
consumed for its medicinal properties before evolving into a social and cultural
staple. By the 16th century, European traders had introduced tea to the West, and it

quickly became a beverage associated with status and refinement.

In Britain, tea drinking became deeply embedded in societal customs by the 18th
century, influencing social etiquette, trade policies, and even colonial economics.
Afternoon tea, a tradition initiated by the Duchess of Bedford, emerged as a refined
social gathering, reinforcing class distinctions. Concurrently, the British East India
Company’s control over tea trade had far-reaching geopolitical consequences,

intensifying economic dependencies and colonial tensions.

However, tea’s widespread consumption also catalyzed conflicts. The British
government’s imposition of exorbitant levies on tea imports in its American colonies
exacerbated economic grievances, culminating in the Boston Tea Party of 1773—a
defining act of resistance that galvanized anti-colonial sentiment and hastened the

American Revolution.

Today, tea retains its cultural significance, albeit in diverse forms. From Japan’s
highly ritualized tea ceremonies to Britain’s more casual “cuppa,” tea remains
emblematic of hospitality, social cohesion, and, in some cases, national identity. Its
enduring presence underscores not only its historical resilience but also the fluidity of

cultural traditions across generations.
Questions
1. The primary objective of the passage is to —

critically evaluate the geopolitical ramifications of tea trade
explore the sociocultural evolution of tea consumption

delineate the economic fluctuations caused by tea production

0N -

assess the implications of tea taxes on colonial uprisings
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2. The text suggests that the early adoption of tea in China was predominantly —

ritualistic in nature, embedded within religious practices
economically motivated, driven by trade expansion

therapeutic, owing to its perceived health benefits

AN

reserved for the elite, signifying social stratification
3. Which of the following is implicitly conveyed in the second paragraph?

1. The British aristocracy instrumentalized tea drinking to reinforce social
hierarchies.

2. Afternoon tea emerged as a reaction against the growing influence of coffee
culture.

3. The British East India Company sought to monopolize tea trade primarily to
fund military expeditions.

4. Tea consumption in Britain was initially met with skepticism before gaining

widespread acceptance.
4. The Boston Tea Party is referenced in the passage to illustrate —

how economic exploitation can precipitate political upheaval
the influence of European taxation policies on global commerce

the shift from economic grievances to armed rebellion in colonial America

.

Britain’s failure to anticipate the economic repercussions of excessive taxation
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